Earth and Space Science
Lesson #1: Seasonal Observations - Spring
Time Frame: 1 session of 20-30 minutes 
Learning Standards: 

Science

Earth and Space Science: Weather
1) Describe the weather changes from day to day and over the seasons.

Earth and Space Science: Periodic Phenomena
1) Identify some events around us that have repeating patterns, including the seasons of the year, day and night.  

Life Science: Living Things and Their Environment
1) Recognize changes in appearance that animals and plants go through as the seasons XE "seasons"  change.
Skills of Inquiry

· Ask questions about objects, organisms, and events in the environment.

· Make predictions based on observed patterns.
· Record observations and data with pictures, numbers, or written statements.

· Discuss observations with others.
Student will be able to:

1) Make observations about a set area outside and predict how this area will change with the seasons.  

Anticipatory Set:  Tell the students the right now the season is called the spring.  Ask them what happens in the spring.  What season comes next?  Write the four seasons on the board in a circle and draw arrows between the seasons showing that they go in a cycle.  
Activity:  
1) Organize the science groups (2 students) to go outside.  Direct them to make observations using their five senses about a specific area near the school that is roped off.  The adults should act as scribes and write down as many observations as possible.  Remind the students to make observations about living things and non-living things like dirt, wind, and rocks.  Bring a thermometer outside to record the temperature and discuss the weather conditions.  Help the students search for signs of spring such as new buds on tree branches and daffodil shoots coming out of the soil.  Discuss how plants and animals know it is spring.  What is different between the winter and the start of spring?
2) Then, students should sit in a circle and each student should make a drawing of the square in the space labeled spring.    
3) Return to the classroom and write all of the observations on a large piece of paper on the board (also labeled spring).  Discuss the signs of spring that students observed outside.  Invite students to share their drawings with the class.  
Closure:  As a class, make predictions about how this area will be different in the summer.  Write down the predictions on another piece of paper labeled summer predictions.  Make predictions about the weather, temperature, living things, and non-living things.  
Assessment: Participation in class discussions and activities, drawings of spring

Resources and Materials: Large length of rope, student worksheet for the seasons, large pieces of paper
